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Malet Lambert has been impressed with 
the cooperation and maturity of their 
pupils as they return to school after such a 
long period of national lockdown.

In anticipation of everyone’s return, the school 
implemented a number of measures to help 
lower the risk to pupils and staff. 

Taking on board the advice and guidance from 
the UK Government, and through conducting 
in-house risk assessments in all areas across the 
school, the team at Malet Lambert introduced a 
set of new procedures and guidance. 

Some of the biggest changes that have been 
introduced relate to the school day. This year, 
Malet Lambert has adopted a new timetable that 
reduces the number of classes per day to three 
and increases lesson time to 100 minutes. 

By doing this, pupils have been able to still 
receive the classroom based contact time that 
they would normally get with their teacher. It 
also reduces the amount of movement around 
the school, which helps greatly with reducing 
contact between year groups. 

Another method that the school has introduced 
to help reduce the risk of an contact between 
year groups if is the use of staggered entry and 
exit times at the beginning and end of the day. 
All year groups now enter the school at different 
times and at different entrances, with similar 
procedures at the end of the day for when the 
pupils leave. Along with the staggered entries 
and exits, the school has also allocated each year 
group a separate time for lunch and break.

Further changes can be found in the classrooms 
around the school. Wherever possible, great 
lengths have been taken to ensure a safe distance 
is kept between pupils, their classmates and their 
teachers. Regular cleaning of workspaces has also 
been ramped up.

All of the methods and policies that have been 
introduced will be subject to regular review to 
help ensure that that we continue to do our 
absolute best to at protecting our pupils and 
staff.

Malet Lambert remains confident in the 
adaptability of its pupils and their ability to 
persevere through the uncertain times. 

We would like to extend our thanks to our pupils 
and parents/carers, for adapting to these changes 
positively. 

We will endeavour to continue making our school 
as safe as we can for all pupils and staff, and to 
ensure there is as little interruption to our pupils’ 
learning as possible.

It has been a challenging start for a number of 
reasons, but I am so proud of pupils and staff for 
the positive way we have returned. 

As you will be aware, there are many new 
systems in school all based around our robust risk 
assessment to try and keep everybody as safe as 
possible.

Despite all of the changes, we are still running 
a broad curriculum for pupils in our new 
3 x 100 minute lesson format. Where pupils have needed to isolate, we have 
been providing a mix of ‘on demand’ and ‘live’ lessons through Google Classroom. 

Thank you for the positive feedback we have received as we continually look to 
adapt and improve.

We will continue to update parents and carers regularly as we work through the 
challenges ahead and as always I thank you for your support.

Best wishes, 

Patrick Sprakes

Welcome from our 
Headteacher Keeping Everyone Safe

Term 
Dates...

Christmas Holidays
Monday 21st December 2020 

- 
Monday 5th January 2021 

Spring Term
Tuesday 5th January 2021

- 
Thursday 25th March 2021

Spring Half-Term
Monday 15th February 2021

-
Friday 19th February 2021

For more information on events, to view this 
newsletter online, or to keep up to date with 
news at Malet Lambert, visit our website or 
follow us on social media:

Malet Lambert Official

@maletlambert

maletlambert.co.uk

New safety measures have been put into place across the school site.
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Year 6 Open Evening Goes Online

Pupils could explore 
every classroom and 
watch videos about 

each subject.

Visitors were encouraged to find all the letters in the 
subject videos to reveal the hidden message.  

Correct answers that were submitted were entered 
into the prize draw.

The Year 6 open evening is always the first big 
school event of the year and is something we 
look forward to. Meeting our prospective Year 7 
is always fun and enjoyable.

Sadly, we could not invite Year 6 pupils to the school in 
person this year. Instead we created an online virtual 
tour to show pupils around the facilities and give them 
the information on the subjects they can study, all from 
the comfort and safety of their homes.

The Malet Lambert Online Open Evening Event took 
place over a three day period and provided us with a 
safe but engaging way of showing off what the school 
had to offer. 

As part of the three day event, our website displayed to 
visitors an interactive map of the school, allowing for 
a virtual walk around all three of our main buildings, 
including the ability to enter classrooms and open 
learning spaces.

Mr Midgley from Malet Lambert’s transition team 
reflects on how the online event came about. 

”Despite the challenging restrictions we are facing as 
a community we felt it was important that we offer 

our potential new pupils the opportunity to get a 
flavour of what Malet Lambert is like. In previous years 
we’ve simply been able to open our front doors to our 
community and let people in for a good nosey around 
at our school and facilities, this year’s health related 
challenges have forced use to innovate and create brand 
new experiences for Year 6 pupils.” 

As part of the virtual tour, videos from each subject 
were included to give visitors an insight into the 
curriculum on offer at Malet Lambert.

And for those who paid close attention to detail, 
throughout the entire virtual tour was the opportunity 
to seek out a hidden message as part of a ‘Treasure 
Hunt.’ 

Present in the videos were a series of hidden letters 
that when properly arranged, revealed the secret 
message. Those Year 6 pupils who were able to find the 
letters and decipher the message were able to enter 
into a prize draw, from which five lucky winners were 
selected.

We would like to thank everyone who visited our open 
evening site and went on the virtual tour.

The school’s 
main buildings 

were all available to 
explore as
3D maps.
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Music Mark for Malet
Our music department is celebrating as 
Malet Lambert becomes a Music Mark 
school.

The Music Mark lobbies for, and champions, a 
government supported, high-quality, music 
education provision for all school aged children 
and young people which addresses diversity, 
equity and inclusion at its core.

Malet Lambert has received this honour after 
being nominated by Hull Music Hub. Nominations 
are made on behalf of schools and groups that 
have been seen to provide a valuable and high 
quality music education. 

This could mean beginning to incorporate more 
music into the curriculum, starting an 
extracurricular music group, or having a highly 
active music department.

Ultimately, it was the engagement from pupils in 
the music curriculum that validates that school as 
a Music Mark School, as explained by 
Mrs Wilkinson, Head of Music. 

“We wouldn’t be a Music Mark school without 
the hard work and enthusiasm of our wonderful 
pupils.”

Mrs Wilkinson feels that having the Music Mark 
is a suitable reflection of the work ethic of the 
pupils at Malet Lambert.

“As Head of Music I feel very proud to have Malet 
Lambert recognised as a Music Mark school. I feel 
doubly proud of our pupils, who work hard to 
develop their musical skills week in, week out, in 
the classroom.”

But perhaps the biggest cause of celebration in 
receiving the Music Mark is that it solidifies the 
reputation of Malet Lambert as an environment 
that nurtures the creative and musical talents 
of its pupils, who then share this with the wider 
community.

“It’s a privilege to see our singers and 
instrumentalists develop into talented and 
confident musicians, who support the school and 
local community, by taking part in performances 
and festivals.”

Malet Lambert congratulates its hardworking 
and dedicated music department for all that they 
have done to further Malet’s musical and creative 
prestige.

During the national lockdown in March, 
pupils were able to access their remote 
learning via our online learning platform. 
This platform was organised into different 
year groups and subjects, allowing pupils 
to access their work and resources. 

Work was uploaded to the platform every two 
weeks and pupils were able to submit their work 
via our subject support emails where teachers 
could send feedback back to the pupils.

As well as work and resources, each subject 
also set weekly challenges and competitions 
on the platform, which many of our pupils 
took part in and winners were announced 
every Friday in a social media post. 

By the final two week block of work in July, 
all subjects moved to uploading work for 
pupils via Google Classroom and made use of 
Loom to add explanations to certain pieces 
of work.

Following on from the success of the online 
learning platform and Google Classroom, 
once we returned to school in September, 
teachers set up new Google Classrooms for 
all groups. 

This has allowed staff to upload each lesson 
and resources so that pupils can look back 
at the lessons or use them to help with 
homework or catch up if that lesson was 
missed. This has allowed pupils who are self-
isolating to access their learning ‘on demand’ 
while away from school.

As the situation with the pandemic continues 
to change, we have recognised that there 
will inevitably be times when pupils will 
not be able to attend school due to self-

isolation. Where a full class are asked to 
self-isolate, staff will continue to teach pupils 
their normal lesson ‘live’ via Google Meet by 
following a link in Google Classroom.

For a ‘live lesson’, teachers deliver their lesson 
through a microphone, which is streamed to 
each pupil’s computer at home. 

Cameras are not used and instead, pupils 
are able to see a selection of visual aids, 
such as an image of the teacher’s interactive 
whiteboard, a visualiser on the teacher’s desk 
or the teacher’s power-point presentation.

Where pupils don’t have access to their 
exercise books or textbooks at home, 
resources such as texts or worksheets can be 
electronically shared with pupils to view and 
work on during the lesson.  

Having everything for a lesson in one place 
on Google Classroom, means that pupils 
can quickly and easily access their work and 
teachers can see the work being completed 
‘live.’

Where pupils want to ask a question or 
communicate with their teacher, they 
can do so by typing into the ‘chat’ facility, 
maintaining the interactivity of a normal 
classroom lesson. This allows teachers to ask 
questions and receive answers from pupils 
through the ‘chat’ function, plus teachers can 
comment ‘live’ on the work being produced 
by pupils.

Mr Logan, Deputy Headteacher, oversaw the 
implementation of the online learning 
resources and platforms.

“Due to the challenges we currently face, we 
have worked hard a team to support pupils 
with their curriculum both in school and 
online.  Google Classroom has provided us with 
a great platform to continue to support pupils 
in their high quality learning.”

“Pupils who are absent are now able to take 
part in their class online whilst it is being 
delivered by their teacher, in line with their 
normal timetable.”

“The new additions have allowed for a more 
consistent learning experience, with minimal 
disruption that would be due in part to the 
need of individuals or groups to isolate and not 
be on school grounds.“

Mr Logan also believes that both pupils and 
staff have managed to adjust well to the 
online learning method. 

“We are very proud of our pupils and staff who 
adapted very quickly to this new technology.  
We continue to work together to best 
support pupils with their learning both in the 
curriculum and digitally.”

As things continue to change, we will 
continue to utilise and improve our online 
learning system. Throughout this academic 
year, staff have shown their dedication to 
providing the very best support for pupils 
and we will continue to work together to 
ensure that lessons will always be available 
either ‘on demand’ or ‘live’ through Google 
Classroom.
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Mrs Wilkinson, Head of Music, cites the 
hard work of pupils as a major factor in 

receiving the Music Mark.

Online 
Learning 
Goes Live!
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Malet Lambert PE Department 
Strikes Gold

There was further reason to celebrate at 
Malet Lambert this term as our 
PE department was awarded the Hull 
Active School’s Gold Sport Mark.

The School Games Mark is a government led 
awards scheme launched in 2012 to reward 
schools for their commitment to the 
development of competition across their 
school and into the community.

Malet Lambert received the mark as a result 
of meeting the criteria set by School Games. 
These included;

Participation
How many young people at the school are 
being engaged in sporting activity.

Competition
How many different sports are being played 
and how many competitions are being 
entered.

Workforce
How many pupils are involved in leadership 
activities.

Clubs
How many local links the school has with 
clubs or establishments from the area.

Alongside continuing to achieve well in both 
regional and national competitions, the 
department provided opportunities for 
pupils to enter competitions in categories 
including B-teams, C-teams and Inclusion.

While the current restrictions have meant 
that the school’s teams cannot play in 
fixtures against other schools, a number 
of extracurricular sport sessions are being 
provided weekly to all year groups. 

The sessions run every weekday for different 
year groups. All sessions take place after the 
school day, from 3:10pm to 4:10pm.

Well done to our brilliant PE department 
for all their work in attaining this fantastic 
award.

Additional recognition for the department came for the members of our PE staff, 
some of whom have been supporting school sport in Hull for over 10 years.
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